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Dear Lord Wavell,             ^     -
Thank you for your letter of the 12th June,, which I
have just received, inquiring after my health. Ivhave now
more or less recovered.
Pandit Jawaharlal  Nehru  has reported to my Committee
and me the gist of the conversations between Your Excellency
and   him.    My Committee regret   that  they   are  unable  to
accept   your suggestions for the  formation of the provisional
National Government,    These tentative suggestions emphasise
the principle  of  " parity "  to  which  we  have been and are
entirely opposed.   In the compos tion of the Cabinet, suggest-
ed by you, there is  " parity "  between the Hindus, including
the  Scheduled   Castes, and   the Muslim   League, that is, the
number of caste Hindus is actually less  than the  nominees of
the  Muslim  League,    The position thus is worse than it was
in June, 1945.    At Simla where  according to your declaration
then,  there  was  to be parity  between the caste Hindus and
Muslims,  leaving  additional  seats  for  the  Scheduled Caste
Hindus,  the  Muslim  seats then   were  not  reserved  for the
Muslim  League  only but could include non-League Muslims-.
The  present   proposal  thus puts the Hindus in a very unfair
position  and  at   the   same  time   eliminates the non-League
Muslims.   My committee are not prepared to accept any such
proposal.
Indeed as we have stated repeatedly we are opposed to
"parity1'in any shape or form.
In addition to this " parity ", we are told that there should
be a convention requiring that major communal issues should
be decided by separate group voting. While we have accepted
this principle for long-term arrangements, we did so as an
effective substitute for other safeguards, in your present
proposal, however, both " pari:y '* and this convention are
suggested. This would make the working of the provisional
Government almost impossible and deadlock a certainty.
As I have often pointed out to you we are strongly of
opinion that the provisional Government should consist
of fifteen members* This is necessary to carry out the
administration of the country efficiently, as well as to
give adequate representation to the smaller minorities. We
are anxious that the various minorities should have scope
in such a Government. The work before the provisional